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9:25-9:30 Welcome 
  Michael Townsley and Myrna Dawson

Morning Session - Chair: Margo van Felius

9:30-10:00 Danielle Bader  
  Examining Gender Differences in the Processing of Intimate  
  Partner Homicide Offenders: A Canadian Case Study

10:00-10:30 Emily Waters  
  Constructing intimate partner homicide online?: An analysis  
  of the representation of homicide in online media

10:30-11:00 Morning tea 

11:00-11:30 Michelle Carrigan  
  Gender-based indicators for femicide: Understanding their  
  utility in social science research

11:30-12:00 Harley Williamson  
  Mitigating Muslims’ Passive Support for Terrorism: The   
  Protective Role of Social Identity

12:00-12:30 Danielle Sutton  
  Discounted victims? A comparative quantitative analysis of  
  the court response to homicides of Indigenous and Non-  
  Indigenous victims in Ontario

12:30-1:10 Lunch

PROGRAM



Afternoon Session - Chair: Yolande Robinson

1:10 - 1:40 Emma Buxton-Namisnyk  
  Respecting and reflecting self-determination: Adapting   
  Indigenous criminological methods to understand and   
  respond to intimate partner violence against Australian   
  Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women 

1:40-2:10 Annie Smith  
  Empowering Victims of Intimate Partner Abuse

2:10-2:40 Anna Johnson  
  Sentencing in filicide cases: Examining how intimacy and   
  parenthood determine punishments in cases of child   
  homicide 

2:40-3:00 Afternoon tea

3:00-3:30 Jahirul Islam  
  Exploring intimate partner violence before, during and after  
  pregnancy in Bangladesh

3:30-4:00 Alana Cook  
  The role of guardianship against sexual offences: Moving   
  beyond a binary concept of presence versus absence

4:00-4:30 Tina Hotton  
  Homicide victimization of indigenous women in Canada,   
  1980-2015

4:30-4:35 Close 

4:35 - 5:30 Informal networking event 
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Examining Gender Differences in the Processing of Intimate Partner Homicide 
Offenders: A Canadian Case Study 

Danielle Bader (University of Guelph)

There is an increasing need to understand how the criminal justice system responds 
to homicide offenders because inadequate legal responses have been attributed 
to the high prevalence of femicide (Dawson, 2015). Research reveals that female 
homicide offenders receive shorter sentences compared to male homicide offenders 
(Franklin & Fearn, 2008; Huang et al., 1996). Further research demonstrates that 
punishments in homicide cases involving a female victim are often more severe 
compared to cases involving a male victim, sometimes referred to as the ‘female 
victim effect’ (Dawson, 2015; Royer et al., 2014). Research examining the role of 
intimacy in homicide cases reveals that offenders who shared close relationships 
with their victim, such as intimate partners, were more likely to receive lighter 
punishments compared to offenders that shared more distant relationships with 
their victims (Dawson, 2004). However, little is known about the gendered 
differences in charging, conviction, and sentencing outcomes in intimate partner 
homicide cases. The current study draws from a sample of approximately 700 
intimate partner homicide cases in the province of Ontario known to and recorded 
by legal and medical officials between 1985 through 2012. Using focal concerns, 
chivalry/paternalism, and Black’s (1976) theory of law, a mixed method approach 
is used to examine gendered differences in criminal justice processing of intimate 
partner homicide offenders. Quantitative analyses are used to examine gender 
differences in charges laid, convictions, and sentences. Supplementary qualitative 
analysis explores how judges discuss offender culpability in separation killings 
because there is some evidence that victim provocation defenses may decrease 
blameworthiness of men, but not women, who kill in these contexts (Grant, 2010; 
Messing & Heeren, 2009).
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Respecting and reflecting self-determination: Adapting Indigenous 
criminological methods to understand and respond to intimate partner 
violence against Australian Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women

Emma Buxton-Namisnyk (University of Oxford)

In the 2016 publication Indigenous Criminology, Cuneen and Tauri consolidate the 
conceptual and theoretical underpinnings of an Indigenous post-colonial approach 
to criminological research. Highlighting the value and importance of Indigenous 
epistemologies in criminological enquiry and criminal justice solutions, Cuneen and 
Tauri argue for criminological endeavours which privilege Indigenous voices and 
experiences, benefit communities, respect self-determination rights and recognise 
the ways in which colonisation has shaped, and continues to shape the experience of 
Indigenous peoples in settler colonial States including Australia.  This critical approach 
advocates for a rigorous, participatory, and engaged criminology; an approach the 
authors argue is necessary if the issue of Indigenous overrepresentation in settler 
criminal justice systems is to be overcome. Using this theoretical paradigm as a 
starting point, this paper considers the merit and process of adapting Indigenous 
criminological methodologies to the examination of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander women’s experiences of intimate partner violence (and the service response 
to this issue) in Australia. The author outlines a three-stage research framework 
that has been adopted for this study: firstly developing the research agenda in 
consultation with Elders and stakeholders, secondly, examining death review 
case studies to identify themes and issues; and thirdly, conducting interviews, 
yarning circles and other means of data collection, broadly, and in community, with 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples working in areas related to domestic 
and family violence, Elders and survivors. The purpose of this study is to prioritise 
Indigenous peoples’ perspectives on issues that affect them and their communities, 
to respect Indigenous rights in accordance with the United Nations Declaration on 
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, and, ultimately, to use criminological insights to 
reflect upon the adequacy of existing understandings of the right to safety, the right 
to be free from violence and the international understanding of domestic violence as 
a human rights violation.  

Gender-based indicators for femicide: Understanding their utility in social 
science research

Michelle Carrigan (University of Guelph)

Femicide, the killing of women because they are women, has been receiving a 
dramatic and unprecedented rise in international attention. One result of this has 
been increasing discussions and/or debates about how femicide should be defined, 
whether it is distinct from homicides more generally and, if so, how are they 
different and can these differences be operationalized. Our goal is to determine 
whether we have the capacity to explore the existence of and role played by 
gender-based indicators to better define and identify femicide. Drawing from a 
unique database that documents all women killed in one Canadian province from 
1974-2012, we assess both the accessibility and utility of these gender-based 
indicators for understanding and identifying femicide and its subtypes as well as 
whether femicide is distinct from other types of homicide, particularly involving 
male victims. To do so, we first analyze the current availability of gender-based 
indicators in traditional data sources (e.g. coroners’ records, court documents, 
media coverage). Next, using homicide data that documents both female and male 
homicide victims, we examine the utility of gender-based indicators by comparing 
their presence in female homicide cases relative to the killings of men. Finally, 
selecting a smaller subset of data, we measure the accessibility of gender-based 
indicators for female homicide data when data collection is focused specifically on 
these indicators. Implications and priorities for future research are outlined.

The role of guardianship against sexual offences: Moving beyond a binary 
concept of presence versus absence

Alana Cook (Griffith University)

Little is known about the circumstances under which potential guardians are 
available during sexual offences against women, the extent to which their availability 
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discourages these offences, and the ways that their availability impacts on the crime 
event under different situational contexts. To address, this research examines to 
what extent and under what circumstances the presence of potential guardianship 
impacts on the severity and likelihood of completion in sexual offences against 
women. Using data collected through self-report questionnaires administered to 
incarcerated sexual offenders incarcerated across Australia, research outcomes 
contributes toward an evidence-based understanding of the effectiveness of 
guardianship for preventing sexual violence against women.

Homicide victimization of indigenous women in Canada, 1980-2015

Tina Hotton (University of Guelph)

There has been mounting national and international pressure for Canadian police 
services to devote more resources to the investigation of missing and murdered 
indigenous women and girls in Canada. In response to one of the calls to action of 
the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (2015), Statistics Canada worked with the 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) to enhance the data collection on homicide 
victimization of indigenous women.  Available in the Homicide Survey, these 
new data allow for the analysis of trends in homicide victimization of indigenous 
women across Canada over the past 35 years (1980-2015).  Using bivariate and 
multivariate analyses, differences in the characteristics of homicide victimization 
involving indigenous and non-indigenous women will be explored, including a focus 
on police clearance rates.  

Exploring intimate partner violence before, during and after pregnancy in 
Bangladesh 

Jahirul Islam (Griffith University)

Intimate partner violence (IPV) against pregnant or postpartum women is known 
to have multiple detrimental consequences for women and their children. While 
the results from past research suggest much continuity in trajectories of IPV, it is 
unclear whether pregnancy interrupts or augments these patterns. Furthermore, 
the influence of pregnancy may depend on the type of IPV women experience. 
Little is known about how physical, sexual and psychological IPV change and overlap 
throughout a woman’s transition to parenthood. Understanding patterns of IPV 
around the time of pregnancy has important theoretical and clinical implications. 
The study examines the prevalence, co-occurring nature and changing patterns of 
physical, sexual and psychological IPV before, during and after pregnancy. 

Methods: Cross-sectional survey data was collected between October 2015 and 
January 2016 in the Chandpur District of Bangladesh from 426 new mothers, 
aged 15–49 years, who were in the first six months postpartum. IPV was assessed 
with a validated set of survey items. The frequencies of different types of IPV 
victimisation according to the period of occurrence were calculated separately and in 
a cumulative, co-occurring manner.

Results: The Results demonstrate a notable continuity in IPV victimization before, 
during and after pregnancy. Physical IPV is the only type to exhibit a significant 
reduction during pregnancy and post-partum, compared to before pregnancy, but 
it commonly overlaps with psychological IPV, which shows little change throughout 
this period. The prevalence of physical IPV before, during and after pregnancy was 
52.8%, 35.2% and 32.2%, respectively. The comparative figures for psychological 
IPV were 67.4%, 65% and 60.8%, and for sexual IPV were 21.1%, 18.5% and 
15.5%, respectively. 

Conclusions: Physical violence was shown to subside slightly during and after 
pregnancy. At the same time, pregnancy and childbirth offer little protection 
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against IPV for women in relationships characterized by psychological or sexual 
victimization, both of which commonly overlap with physical IPV. Results reinforce 
the need to conduct routine screening during pregnancy to identify women with a 
history of IPV and to offer them necessary help and support. 

Sentencing in filicide cases: Examining how intimacy and parenthood 
determine punishments in cases of child homicide

 Anna Johnson (University of Guelph)

The concept of intimacy and its role in legal responses to violence has been 
examined almost exclusively in the context of intimate partner violence (Dawson 
2012). However, Canadian sentencing principles stipulate that judges should 
consider the existence of a spousal or parental relationship between an offender 
and a victim as an aggravating factor. Public outrage and horror is common when 
parents kill their children; however, there have been no systematic examinations 
of court outcomes in these cases. For example, how do punishments vary for 
offenders who were parents compared to those who killed children in different 
contexts? Traditional perceptions about gender roles and parenting have also been 
linked to variations in how mothers and fathers are perceived and reacted to when 
they kill their children, but less is known about the influence of these gender roles 
on the treatment of filicidal offenders in criminal justice system. To fill this gap in 
the existing literature, drawing from approximately 500 cases of child homicide 
that occurred in Ontario between 1985 and 2012, this paper examines court 
outcomes in filicide and other types of child homicide and, second, compares 
charges, convictions and sentences in maternal and paternal filicide. Implications 
for understanding the concept of parental intimacy and its role in punishment are 
discussed.

 

Empowering Victims of Intimate Partner Abuse 

Annie Smith (Griffith University)

Intimate Partner Abuse (IPA) is recognised as one of the main precursors to 
intimate partner homicide worldwide. Recent literature explores the ability of 
victim empowerment strategies to reduce IPA. This paper reviews existing system 
responses to IPA in Queensland, placing particular emphasis on the role of victim 
empowerment. Historically, research efforts have been hampered by differing 
conceptualisations of what empowerment means to victims and agencies. 
This paper argues for the need for greater clarity around the concept of victim 
empowerment. To ensure victims are being empowered, it is essential that they 
have access to adequate victim services that appropriately meet their needs. 
Critiques argue, however, that a “one-size-fits-all” response is emerging within 
victim services, which disempower survivors by ignoring the complex nature of IPA 
and victims’ individual circumstances. The current study expands current literature 
through the use of semi-structured, qualitative interviews with IPA victims and 
stakeholders in Queensland.

Discounted victims? A comparative quantitative analysis of the court response 
to homicides of Indigenous and Non-Indigenous victims in Ontario

Danielle Sutton (University of Guelph)

A substantial body of literature has analyzed sentencing patterns of Indigenous 
and Non-Indigenous homicide perpetrators. A gap remains, however, in what role 
the victim’s race/ethnicity plays in the criminal justice responses to violent crime. 
Existing research on the topic has concentrated almost exclusively on white or 
black victims, neglecting to include Indigenous victims. Existing research, however, 
revealed that the harshest sentences are imposed on offenders who kill “ideal” 
victims, namely respectable, white, female victims, regardless of the race/ethnicity 
of the offender. To test this assumption, 189 homicide cases involving Indigenous 
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victims were systematically paired with 189 similar homicide cases involving 
Non-Indigenous victims. Data for this analysis were drawn from a larger homicide 
project tracking all homicides in Ontario between 1974 and 2013. Preliminary 
results indicate that Indigenous victims were not discounted at the initial charging or 
subsequent conviction phases. However, perpetrators who killed Indigenous victims 
were more likely to receive a shorter prison sentence. Explanations for these findings 
are discussed along with areas for future research.

Constructing intimate partner homicide online?: An analysis of the 
representation of homicide in online media 

Emily Waters (Griffith University)

Recently, there has been high media attention around cases of intimate partner 
homicide in Australia (for example, the murder of Allison Baden-Clay). Not 
surprisingly, prior research shows that intimate partner homicide is highly reportable 
in the media (Carlyle, Slater, & Chakroff, 2008). Historically, consumers accessed 
the news via radio, television, and/or print media. The way the audience accesses 
the news, however, is changing significantly. Data from a recent survey reveals that 
of Australian adults who access the news at least once a month (a conservative 
measure), almost half used some form of online media as their main source of news 
(Watkins et al., 2016). Past research examining media portrayals of violent crime 
has typically focused on traditional media outlets such as newspapers (Carlyle, Orr, 
Savage, & Babin, 2014; Carlyle et al., 2008; Sellers, Desmarais, & Tirotti, 2014). 
With the growing use of online media, there is a need for more research on the 
representation of intimate partner homicide in online media. 

This project will address the need for more research in this area by examining 
the framing of intimate partner homicide in online reporting, analysing consumer 
interaction with online articles featuring intimate partner homicide (through 
facebook comments), and exploring how public perceptions and interaction with 
online news changes depending on how the homicide is framed.
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Mitigating Muslims’ Passive Support for Terrorism: The Protective Role of 
Social Identity 

Harley Williamson (Griffith University) 

Responses to terrorism and media portrayals of national security issues have led to 
the vilification of Muslim communities in Western democratic nations.  Arguably, 
these discourses alienate Muslim communities from mainstream society and can 
lead to support for terrorism.  Since terrorist groups thrive off public endorsement, 
it is important to identify factors that may mitigate support for terrorism.  Using 
survey data collected from 800 Muslims living in Australia, this study examines 
what factors may drive passive support for terrorism.  Specifically, it examines the 
interplay between three key psychological factors (i.e., siege mentalities, social 
exclusion, and social identity) on Muslims’ passive support for terrorism.  The 
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findings specifically highlight the importance of identity for moderating the effects 
of a siege mentality on feelings of social exclusion and Muslims’ passive support 
for terrorism, such that strong affiliation with a superordinate identity serves as a 
protective factor in reducing exclusion and support for terrorism.  Implications of this 
research for counter-terrorism policy are discussed.  
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